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Welcome to the Virtual Blog of the  

2020 Mega Month of Money tour 

FINAL WEEK 10 
Thursday August 13th to Monday August 17th  

  

Day 64 / Thursday August 13th  
 

Two years ago, a funny (and very late) night at Oskaloosa involving high powered sky rockets, saw the arrival of County 
officers to shut down festivities, but they had no more knowledge of the regulations surrounding use of fireworks at 
1.30am in the morning than we did. Particularly in a parking lot that doubled as a campground for folks already fast asleep 
in RVs. So the fun continued.  Mind you, the ones with the matches weren’t us, but mates of Toby’s who had brought his 
friends to ‘meet the Aussies’.  
 

We just sat back and enjoyed the show which was equal to, if not superior to the parking lot fireworks at I-55 a few days 
earlier. On that occasion it was the son of the promoter who decided to bring out leftovers not used at the end of the 
feature. “Fire in the hole” was the call each time one went up, if I remember correctly.  
 

On this same night of supercharged entertainment from the “Kruse Krew” we met Dianna, Toby’s partner. A delightful lady 
with energy galore to burn. We learned that Dianna owned Shining Stars Stables just outside Des Moines which is home 
to 19 Percheron show horses that are floated around the country for showing at State Fairs. “Would I like to bring the 
group up to see the horses”? It was a potentially fascinating invitation to spend a morning seeing horsepower of a different 
kind. I wasn’t totally sure the if the group would find it of interest, but said yes anyway.  
 

The outcome was 1,000% better than I thought it would be. People were mesmerised by these magnificent animals, so 
there and then on the spot, it became a guaranteed inclusion on the Thursday morning Knoxville itinerary for ever more. 
But that was two years ago. Last year when we visited, it was even more excitedly received. On each occasion lunch was 
at Jethro’s BBQ in Altoona afterwards. Now bear with me here. I’m setting the scene for you. Tim (and Leigh) were on the 
tour last year as well and went to lunch at Jethro’s where Tim decided to order something that was decidedly indecent.   
 

I’m thinking all this through on the way to the stables this morning and suddenly it all became clear. The gym junkies, 
(except for Grant) were all in the same bus travelling up from St Louis on Sunday. Tim had told the rest of them the story 
and before you could say Adam Emmenecker, all agreed to be part of the 2020 Global Speedway Tours challenge.  But, 
said Tim and Ben, “you guys need to do some workouts to get ready for it”, hence the four successive visits to the gym.                

Month of Money - 2015 

 Month of Money - 2013  
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As we drove up the road on the property leading to the stables, we could clearly see the row of open windows on the 
stables, all with equal distances between them. Out of each window, almost as if they had been told to do it, was a horse 
with its head as far out as possible welcoming us to Shining Stars.   

These magnificent Percheron horses can be as tall as 19 hands. To provide some perspective, Tim in the photo on the right 
is 5’10” or 178 cms. Dianna and her staff gave us a terrific personal tour which included the blacksmith’s 
shop where plates the size of what you’d eat your dinner off are fitted to the hooves, the transporters she 
uses to get them from State Fair to State Fair and an introduction to every horse in the stable by name.  
 

This vision provides a little piece of what it’s like inside.    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I think the horse's feet win Jake 

 Month of Money - 2018 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwOesd_IlnQ
file:///C:/Users/Peter%20Physick/Documents/Workfile%20GLC%20as%20at%20May%2018th%202019/Global%20Speedway%20Tours/Tours/2020A%20-%20Mega%20Month%20of%20Money/Blog/This%20vision%20provides%20a%20little%20piece%20of%20what%20it’s%20like%20inside
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Our next objective was to take Dianna to lunch to thank her for the splendid morning we had just experienced. Terry 
McCarl “is from Altoona, Iowa” and so is a Jethro’s BBQ Restaurant. We didn’t see Terry, but the patrons who happened 
to be eating there on Thursday August 13th witnessed something they won’t forget in a hurry.  
 

Thanks to Dianna ringing ahead, we had a table for 24 prominently positioned in the middle of the rather large open plan  

dining room. Menus were distributed and people settled in to choose what they wanted. But there were 10 in our party 
who already knew what they wanted and in fact, thanks to the sneaky Tim and Dianna, had phoned through their order 
two hours earlier. There was a popular basketballer called Adam Emmenecker who played for Drake University in Des 
Moines and ate regularly at one of the Jethro’s near the Uni. His appetite was legendary, to the extent that Jethro’s devised 
a special burger just for him and chose to name it after him when Des Moines won the Championship in 2008. 
 

Its ingredients are listed next and a photo of it is below.  “Start with our huge pork tenderloin, add an Angus steak burger, 
top it with slabs of Texas brisket, apple wood bacon, fried cheese and finish with buffalo chicken tenders. Smother this 
mountain of food with melted cheddar cheese and white cheddar sauce. Serve it with your choice of side.”    Cost $25.95. 
The boys had all chipped in $50 each to cover the cost of their meal and a couple of drinks with about $15 leftover (total 
$150) to go to the winner of the inaugural Global Speedway Tours Emmenecker eating challenge. This link describes the 
history of the Challenge as it exists across all Jethro’s restaurants in Iowa. The current record is 3 minutes and one second, 
held by Molly Schuyler a 59 kg mother of four. The record at the Altoona restaurant is seven minutes and 8 seconds.  
 

So, the scene is set and now we know why the gym visits were compulsory for all contestants.  

 Tim's Adam Emmenecker burger in 2019 

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2019/10/19/molly-schuyler-destroys-previous-adam-emmenecker-challenge-record-jethros-bbq-steak-n-chop/4037319002/
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The rules were agreed beforehand. The winner would be the first to finish the burger only. Not the non-compulsory pound 
of waffle fries. A knife and fork were optional. As many beers (or water) could be drunk to wash it down as required. 

Servers from Jethro’s were there to satisfy every request. In fact, 
the restaurant also supplied the official referee and timekeeper 
who has presided over many a similar challenge. But this was the 
first involving Aussies. The prizemoney had now increased to 
$490. Jethro’s threw in $100 and then it became a bit like a Greek 
wedding. Other diners started walking over to throw some 
greenbacks on the table as well. I could have asked FloRacing to 
live stream this if I’d been given some notice. 
 

The freshly prepared Emmeneckers were 
brought out by a procession of servers to a 
spirited round of applause from other diners.  
 

They were positioned on the tables in front of 
the contestants. Beers were refilled and cups of water placed at 
the ready. Those not in the contest elected to eat later, 
preferring to watch the Challenge. The contestants were: Adam, 
Ando, Ben, Deryk, Gary, Leigh, Moose, Shaun, Steve and Tim. All 
the youngsters. The Australian flags from the back doors of the 
Fords came off for the first time in 64 days and were hung around 
the restaurant for atmosphere.  
 

There was no clear favourite and anticipation was mounting. And then a bell was rung (bit like Pavlov’s dog actually) and 
the gates were opened. Hootin’ and hollerin’ erupted around the restaurant: more beer was called for by the cheering 
spectators. It was a packed house. People had to resort to looking through windows from the outside. Tim had taken an 
early lead, but only because he knew what to do from last year. He was soon overtaken by Steve who had knowledge from 
watching prisoners eat in gaol. Deryk was struggling, falling behind in the tempo because he was using a knife and fork.  
 

The brothers Leigh and Gary were doing very nicely thank you. The years of eating in Truck stops every night was doing 
them no harm at all and after two and a half minutes they were a chicken tender in front of the field. Not far behind though 
was Ben who was calling on experience gained from end of season footy trip contests involving McDonalds cheeseburgers. 
My information is that 13 in one sitting is his record.   
 

We were now three minutes in and no one was even a quarter way through. So much for the national Jethro’s record of 3 
minutes and 1 second. If they can do it within 15 minutes there’s a free T-Shirt and a place in the Altoona Hall of Fame. Six 
minutes gone and Ben was still in front, but tiring. Coming from the rear of the field for jumping the start was Ando. He 
was doing well, but had a lot of ground to catch up. Adam looked the pick of the bunch after he told the cute waitress 
(whose name was Angel) that it was his birthday, but we believe she may have secretly removed a slab of brisket before 
giving him the plate. A steward’s enquiry will be needed if he wins.  
 

Shaun, the silent assassin from Warrnambool was a surprise packet and at the 10-minute mark was leading, urged on by 
his Dad who was feeding him Sungold Milk as a lubricant. It was a masterstroke. But the man who looked to have the 
stamina and was pacing himself well for a run home was Moose. He hadn’t used any implements, choosing to tear the 
burger apart with his hands and then shovel it in as quickly as he could with his fingers like a Japanese subway train pusher. 
 

The crowd was still involved and were roaring when Ando started to come through the field. We had now passed the 15-
minute mark, so no one would win a T-Shirt, but there was still the small matter of $490 to collect. Urged on by the 
audience, Ando (wearing his own #37 sprintcar t-shirt would you believe) began to catch Moose, who had passed Shaun 
two laps beforehand when he demolished the Brady Bacon in three gulps. It was neck and neck as they took the white flag 
together. Just one item was left on each plate.  
 

On Ando’s it was the big lump of deep-fried cheese. On Moose’s plate everything was gone, except for the giant dill pickle 
which had been stuck through the top of the two skewers holding each burger together. Ando had already eaten his, but 
Moose didn’t think the pickle was part of the deal. But Jethro the referee said it had to be eaten. With one hand on his 
stomach and the other hovering in front of his mouth, Moose just sat there and looked at the pickle. For someone who 
has picked the pickle out of every Big Mac he’s ever had, this was going to be a big call. He just gazed at it and the aroma 
of sour vinegar was unfortunately the tipping point for him.  
 

Just as Ando swallowed the last bit of deep-fried Mozzarella to take the chequered flag, Moose’s Emmenecker came rapidly 
back up his throat and was ejected in several sizeable chunks into the handily placed bucket beside each contestant. “Better 
out than in,” he said with a broad smile on his face while congratulating Ando who was already on the podium ready for 

https://vimeo.com/448784824
https://vimeo.com/448784824
https://vimeo.com/448784824
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an interview. And to top off the day, a slender and vaguely familiar blonde girl from the audience broke ranks and jumped 
up with Ando and Moose and shot gunned a can of Busch Light. To do so she had to ask the lady she was with to look after 

her young son and daughter just for a moment. 
 

For clarification purposes on all of the above you might like to see how an Adam 
Emmenecker burger is made and also if you really want to, you can watch the 3 minute 
and 1 second record holder eat hers. In the second YouTube video, start watching from 

the 8-minute mark. It will also prove the existence of the pickle …..   
 

So, there you have it. Ando generously split the prizemoney with Moose and then both men agreed that if 
everyone else tipped in $10 a piece, they would put their entire winnings into the kitty and we would buy 
$340 of 50/50 tickets on Friday night and then again on Saturday night.  You just never know …..  
 

Thursday night at Knoxville is a repeat of Wednesday night, just with a different bunch of cars. It’s exactly the same format 
and points are awarded which are tallied up after the A Main.  This final pointscore list of drivers is then merged with those 
from last night and the overall top 16 drivers are locked into Saturday night’s A Main which pays $10,000 to start, $150,000 
to win and $75,000 for second. 
 

Kyle Larson was in scintillating form once again and no one could hold a candle to him tonight. The same as it has been for 
all other drivers right across the country since his departure from NASCAR earlier this season. Shane Stewart joined him  

with a great run for second and David Gravel ran third.  
 

A heart-warming side to Knoxville Raceway is the way in which junior flagmen are encouraged to practice 
their skills on race night.  This personal video shows what happens.   
 

Day 65 / Friday August 14th  
 

Our arrangements for the morning activity were thrown into disarray when Ian Madsen lost the ride with KCP Racing 
several weeks ago. Although people were disappointed, they totally understood and welcomed the small break in the 
hectic program so far. The visits to Ian’s race shop were always enjoyable and the hospitality he and his team provided 
was outstanding. To help us remember the relationship with Ian and KCP, this photo is our favourite. Taken on the 2019 
Month of Money tour, it shows the great expanse of the shop. The transporter fitted easily!  

Our day was not totally disrupted however as we still jumped into the buses and headed up to Boone for our traditional 
Friday lunch at Toby K’s Hideaway. The name refers of course to Toby Kruse of Oskaloosa flag waving fame. The bar / 
restaurant is in the same town as he lives, at least when he’s at home. Ownership of Marshalltown in Iowa and 141 
Speedway in Wisconsin keep him active and away from Boone for days on end.  One of Marshalltown’s most popular 
classes of race cars is the Modifieds.  

QR link for making  
an Emmenecker 

QR link for 
Emmenecker  
3 min 1 sec  
record  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-xPUKPwzm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-xPUKPwzm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sj4iYRD_XR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sj4iYRD_XR0
https://vimeo.com/448216554
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They attract great crowds and hence the teams flock to the high banks with 
many a modified returning home without everything it started the night with. 
The ceiling in Toby K’s is 100% covered with side panels from those modifieds 
which have fallen foul of misguided mayhem over the years at his tracks.  
 

We left Toby K’s at the same time as saying hello to Rosie who was just walking 
in the front door. Which was a good thing!  Rosie is as rusted on in Toby K’s as 
the taps are that serve her favourite Budweiser beer. When her time in there 
coincides with ours, everyone gets a hug and kiss and a long conversation 
about life at Rosie’s house!  She means well …. 

 

Next stop was at Boone Speedway, yet another track which is smack bang in the middle of town. As I’ve said before many 
times in these pages, small town America really does understand and appreciate the economic contribution that their 
Saturday night short track speedway brings to the businesses in the town. Boone is very successful with two particular 
promotions each year. First, it’s the IMCA Super Nationals for seven divisions of cars over six successive nights.   
 

Here are the stats for 2019 showing the number of cars that turned up. Except for the Late Models, which only race Monday 
night, the rest stay in the pits all week.  The most that competed on any one night was Wednesday when 484 cars raced!!   
 

Late Models   35  
Modifieds 229 
Stockcars 202 
Sport Mods 140 
Hobby stocks 122 
Sport compacts   66 
N Sport Mods   30  
Total  824  
 

This link from the “Sporting Boone” has a great aerial photo of the track during the Boone Nationals.      
 

The second promotion is the Hawkeye Challenge. Wheel to wheel action with six classes all on the track at the same time! 
Mod Lites, IMCA Hobby Stocks, IMCA Sportmods, IMCA Stock Cars, IMCA Modifieds, and RaceSaver 305 winged sprintcars. 
Here’s the link to watch the 2020 edition.  Phenomenal spectacle. (You need to have a Facebook account to watch.)       
 

Now it was off to Marshalltown Speedway where Toby was preparing the track for tonight’s racing. 50 miles east it was 
and a few nodded off in the back after a big lunch and the sun streaming in. I haven’t mentioned previously that tonight 
sees the group separate, but just for tonight. Before leaving Australia, they had been given a choice of Night 3 at Knoxville, 
or a night at Marshalltown Speedway with Late Models, Modifieds, Stockcars, Mod Lites and Hobby Stocks. Needless to 
say, the folks who haven’t been to Knoxville before picked the Nationals, while those who have, picked Marshalltown.  
 

After 30 minutes inspecting Marshalltown with Toby, who always gets down from the grader / water truck to greet us, two 
of the Fords returned to Pella and then on to Knoxville. The third Ford stayed where it was and returned to Pella post races. 
Those who stayed went for rides in the water truck with Toby and his dog Smoke, a beautiful Havachon; a cross between 
a Havanese and a Bichon Frise. Get one if you can.    
 

Eventually the competitors started rolling in, dozens and dozens one after the other. I think Toby said the car count that 
night stopped at 162.  He had plenty to do, so we went off into town to grab a quick feed before returning to our VIP seats 
in the grandstand. I’m unable to tell you who the winners of the various classes were. Suffice to say that it was a fabulous 
night with Global Speedway Tours getting plenty of mentions and also treks to the infield for everyone to watch some heat 
racing. Thank you Toby, for your wonderful hospitality.                                        
 

Meanwhile at Knoxville, many rate the Friday as the most cut throat night of racing. You’ll remember that the top 16 in 
points from Wednesday and Thursday are already locked in to the Saturday night A and the next 10 are locked in to the B 
on Saturday.  All other teams toss their accumulated points away and come back on Friday to qualify again, race in one of 
six heats and then the C, B or A as the case maybe. The top four in Friday’s A Main take positions 21-24 in Saturday’s A. 
That leaves positions 17-20 still to be filled. They go to the first four from Saturday’s B Main.  
All very simple and easy to understand …..  
 

That format was devised by Toby when he was the GM to give teams who had bad luck on the first two nights to recover 
and still get a locked in position on Saturday. Whereas otherwise they would be down in the D or the E and virtually no 
chance of making it. As it turned out, Logan Schuchart and Donny Schatz both had engine dramas on Thursday, but tonight 
finished 1st and 4th respectively. Putting Donny out of 24 in Saturday. If he wins from there it will be a hell of a race. 
 

PS.  The winning 50/50 number was 636558 worth $9,791.  As at the time of writing it still hadn’t been claimed!!    
 

QR link for Hawkeye  
Challenge at Boone 
courtesy of Facebook  

QR link for aerial 
picture of Boone pits 
courtesy of the 
“Sporting Boone”.   

QR link for Toby and 
Smoke in the water 
truck at 
Marshalltown 

https://sportingboone.com/news/2020/5/30/general-boone-speedway-looking-forward-to-providing-entertainment-for-families-and-children
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=669529123766705
https://vimeo.com/449978426
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Day 66 / Saturday August 15th  
 

A very long 18 hour day started at breakfast this morning. Those who went to Marshalltown wanted to know all about last 
night at Knoxville and vice versa. We also double checked our 50/50 tickets (there were over 300 of them) but the keepers 
of the tickets had not overlooked the winning one last night in the stands.   Someone else out there is short $9,791. 
 

First task today was to drive into Knoxville to watch the Nationals Parade. It’s not what you might imagine it to be. There 
are no sprintcars in it, nor transporters. In fact, one of the only racing references is to the “Queen of the Nationals” who 
gets a start and is paraded through the town on a truck with the runners up. In 2016 the Queen was Michaela Dumesny 
who gave me a quick wave as she drove around the town square.        

One of the kid friendly aspects of the morning is that pretty well everything in the parade, be it a police 
car, fire engine, hot rod, tractor, a float with dignitaries, high school marching band, you name it, has candy 
(lollies) thrown out by the occupants to all the children lining the street with Mum and Dad. The kids come 
armed with bags to collect as much as they can.  Good fun, but sometimes to me it appears to be 
demeaning to the little guys picking candy up off the street.        

Here’s some more brief footage of the parade with the Knoxville High School Marching band.  After 45 
minutes or so it’s all over and the spectators scatter to work out just what they are going to do between 
now and the start of the E Main at 8.00pm. For us it was appropriate to check out the town from inside 
the Fords, rather than on foot, as we have been doing.   

https://vimeo.com/451359888
https://vimeo.com/451359888
https://vimeo.com/451358976
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One of the favourite past times of many Knoxville visitors is calling in at Slideways the go kart track which seems to draw 
hundreds of people at Nationals time to drive the hire karts and also to watch sprintcar drivers like Tony Stewart, Kyle 
Larson, Kasey Kahne etc race each other for charity.    

From there we cruised at a very slow pace through town. ‘Through town’ means driving along Highway 14 from one end 
to the other. A length of about three kilometres. In the following six minute video, the camera was placed 
on the front window and looks at life in the streets of the Sprintcar Capital of the World at Nationals 
time. Transporters (haulers) are parked anywhere there is a free spot for the crew to disgorge the 
contents and work on the race car in the open air. And to make it available to all the fans who can just 
stroll past and watch the teams at work. In fact, it’s encouraged throughout the whole town. 
 

You’ll see in that video that we stopped in at the Hall of Fame and Museum for those who wanted to take one more look 
at the displays in there and no doubt to make last minute purchases in the gift shop. Some wanted to spend the whole 
afternoon in Dingus and some were happy to return to Pella for lunch at the Fuji Chinese buffet around the corner from 
the Hotel. A visit there is now a compulsory tradition on the Saturday of the Nationals.  
 

Around 4.00pm we returned to our car park spots in the Knoxville VA Hospital grounds and settled in under the trees. This 
massive hospital complex is entirely closed and boarded up. It sits on 345 acres and at its peak had 1,631 operating beds 
for military veterans. Essentially a city within a town, it has been closed since 2009 and in doing the research for this piece 
of the Blog, discovered the news of Jan 15th 2020 which was the day the US Federal Government sold the entire complex 
to the town of Knoxville for $1. You can read about that and watch video here of Knoxville covered in snow for the cross 
to the Des Moines TV station. This article and the video clip explain what the townsfolk have in mind for the grounds.      
 

At the adjacent Fairgrounds, 24,192 fans from across the world were progressively filing into the track. Absolutely everyone 
was talking about Kyle Larson. In their minds he was unbeatable and more than likely his past performances, since we have 
been in the USA over the last 66 days, have also completely altered the mindset of those who race against him. His style 
of driving is quite unique. He and his car owner Paul Silva have absolutely worked out how to carry far more speed into 
turns 1 & 3 than anyone has ever done before them. Not just Knoxville, but every track they go to.  
 

It has been an absolute privilege to have watched him put on a clinic everywhere he has raced across this summer. No one 
deserves to win a Knoxville Nationals, or a Super Bowl, or an AFL Grand Final. You’ve got to be the best on the day, but 
when you are the best by a country mile, you can safely say he should win it. His performance on the Thursday night had 
him starting on the front row and most who know the sport inside out were saying he will be in front by the first corner of 
lap 1 and will go across the line on lap 50, eight seconds in front of the runner up.  
 

And that’s exactly what happened. When the planned compulsory pit stop came at the 30 lap mark for everybody, the kid 
from Elk Grove, California was half a lap in front. In the final 20, he went further ahead. There was no carnage in this race. 
No red lights and only one yellow for a blown engine. It gave the drivers every chance to show what they had and to be 
fair, everyone was brilliant. The spectacle was outstanding, but Larson was head and shoulders above the pack.  
 

He accepted the Nationals trophy with his usual humility and comments that he was lucky to win it. Well we know luck 
plays no part in his make-up. In his acceptance speeches, Kyle never recounts every lap and how each one unfolded. But 
he could if he was asked!  He must have a mind and temperament like a steel trap. And cat like reflexes. If as rumoured, 
he returns to NASCAR in 2021 with Tony Stewart, then watch out for what he could do with the equipment he will have.  
 

Those competing for second and third provided a great spectacle. Schatz started from 24 and finished with the hard charger 
award when he crossed the line in 7th. But he couldn’t catch Aaron Reutzel who finished second and last year’s winner 
David Gravel in third.  The 50/50 was won by someone sitting on the front straight. I didn’t catch the name because of the 
roar of the crowd and the two-seater which was on the track at the time.   But he was an Australian guy from Tasmania ….. 

https://vimeo.com/447001717
https://vimeo.com/447001717
https://www.kcci.com/article/knoxville-to-reveal-plans-for-former-va-campus/30534978
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Day 67 / Sunday August 16th 
 

Our final full day in America. We always stay on for the Sunday night because although the promotion at Knoxville move 
heaven and earth to get the race in on Saturday despite any weather gods, sometimes they just can’t do it and Sunday is 
needed. It would be heartbreaking to have to jump on a jet home knowing that what you came over for to watch is going 
to be raced while you’re 40,000 feet in the air. 
 

So, we stay over and those who want to go are transported into Des Moines to visit the Iowa State Fair. Me? I park the 
Ford and locate myself in the adjacent Burger King across the road and sit in there catching up with the blog. But it never 
gets totally finished before we fly out on the Monday and just like this one, is completed once back in Australia.  
 

After the Fair there are two more traditional things to do. The first one, at around 5.00pm after getting back from Des 
Moines, it is to sit out in the tables and chairs supplied by the Hotel near the canal and finish off whatever is left in the 
eskies. Can’t take it home so the remnants of assorted beers, soft drink, Mike’s hard lemonades in various flavours and 
bits of bourbon are all offered up for free to get rid of it.  
 

Having done that, or given it a good nudge, the second task is to make the short walk down to El Charro the local Mexican 
Restaurant for our farewell dinner. The servings here are enormous in size and the margaritas are loaded with added 
tequila. For those who don’t fancy a delightful chicken fajita, enchilada or a burrito, you can always order a steak and fries, 
so please don’t despair.  

Across the course of this dinner your Tour hosts always go 
round the table and ask each tour participant what the 
most memorable part of the trip was for them. The answers 
range from the old favourite of “everything”, to wonderful 
individually specific situations which provide great mirth 
and merriment for the whole group. Sometimes the drama 
is re-enacted in the restaurant, which the owners keep 
open for us until we’re ready to leave.  Even I can’t 
remember what was happening here.    ➔       
             
If there are still drinks left in the eskies then the job of 
finishing them is resumed outside the Royal Amsterdam 
with entertainment provided by those who are still capable.  
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Day 68 / Monday August 17th 
 

Some very weary bodies were dragged out of bed this morning ready to finish the final pack. Folks began emptying out 
suitcases in their rooms days ago ready to do the trial pack to determine whether they needed to make one final visit to 
Walmart for another suitcase. Everybody travelling economy is permitted two suitcases of no more than 23kgs (50lbs). If 
you’re up the pointy end, then three of 32kgs are allowed. One of the most important items to be shared around during 
these last few days are the tour host’s scales. 23kgs is 23kgs. Go over and the airline will charge like a wounded bull.  
 

Tears began around breakfast time when the realisation hit home that they’re going home. Yes, they were happy, but at 
the same time they were sad that it was actually all over. Except for the 50 miles drive to Des Moines airport (DSM), there 
was no more tour time. Adam and Ando were the odd ones out though. They would be going back to firstly St Louis and 
then Indianapolis with Terry, Tim, Ben and I to return all the Fords. And then A&A were off to Tennessee. But first we had 
to get everyone safely to DSM. And even before that we had to get all the luggage packed up. We had so much of it, a U-
Haul truck had to be rented one way from Pella to Des Moines. 

Although hardly anyone was on the same flight from DSM, we moved them all out of Pella at the same time. Some had a 
neat one-hour connection at the airport, others had up to a six hour wait for their outbound flight to either Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Dallas or Houston. Their Australia bound flights departed from 
one of those cities.  
 

Meanwhile the drivers had a 643 mile (1,028 kms) trip in front of them from 
Pella to Des Moines, to St Louis, to Indianapolis. Yes, we had a break, staying 
the night in St Louis after returning Tim’s Ford back to Budget. It was a 
Monday night, but guess what we did?  POWRi, the sanctioning body for the 
excellent midget series based in Illinois, had a previously rained out race re-
scheduled for tonight at the sensational 1/5th mile Belle Clair Fairgrounds 
track. Well we just had to go.   Believe it or not, Stubb and his nephew Rico 
were also there.       
 
Here’s some evidence that we were too.➔  
 

Now let me tell about who won, who 
crashed and what we did afterwards ….. 
 

Yeah sure.   No way José ……  
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Me? I just slept for ages after getting home 
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Just like Bob and Pat Whittle did before leaving Pella for the final 
time after 68 days on the entire Virtual Tour of 2020. 
 

 
You have now concluded the 10 weeks of the Virtual Blog for the “2020 Mega Month of Money tour”. 
 
Thank you for reading this far. I trust you have enjoyed my imagination as it described what may have happened each 
day on a tour that so many were so disappointed to miss out on this year.  However, if we are permitted to fly 
internationally in 2021, we will endeavour to try again to get to the American mid-west across the same dates as this 
Virtual diary.  Assuming it is safe to do so. 
   
You have now concluded the 10 weeks (68 days) of the Virtual Blog for the “2020 Mega Month of Money tour”. 
If you would like to return to Part 1 or Part 2, please click on the links, or scan the relevant QR code.  

 
Part 1 - June 9th to July 15th (weeks 1-5) at this link.   

 
 
Part 2 - July 16th to August 17th (weeks 6-10) at this link.   
 
 

http://globalspeedwaytours.com.au/2020/01/10/the-2020-mega-month-of-money-blog-part-1/
http://globalspeedwaytours.com.au/2020/07/17/the-2020-mega-month-of-money-virtual-blog-part-2/

